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Listing and Amendments to the 



•niis listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and Hstings, of claims in the appUcatioii. 

1 . (Cuirently Amended) A method for managing at least one storage device, 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) identi^ng the at least.one storage device; 

(b) establishing a database containing information about the identified at least one 
storage device, 

wherein the infonnation about the identified at least one storage device includes 
operating characteristioa of the identified at least one storage device; 

(c) providing to the user a graphical user interface in accordance with the 
infonnation in the database, the graphical interface displaying at least one menu option for 
the identified at least one storage.device for the user to select at least one of (i) display of 
the information about the identified at least one storage device and (ii) execution of at least 
one process to control the operation of the at least one storage device; 

(d) processing the user-selected menu optio n, said Droce.«inff f,.^^^ 

d^inin^ if the requested execution of the at 1^. ^;^ .n. p rocess cnm pl^^^ 
ith the operan>naj rwles for tho idmitified at l«..t .t^ ^ge devt... ..a ;f .^^^ u^^^i^^^ 
CT fipution of the at l^ast one process, and p Wn«r ^ing an crmr mAccop ^. .^a 

(e) automatically updating the graphical user interface in response to the pn,cessing 
of the user-selected m^u option. 
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2. (Previously presented) The method acco«iing to claim 1 wherein the step of 
identifying the at least one storage device comprises the step of ascertaining a 
manufacturer and model number for the at least one storage device. 



3. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of 
establishing a database comprises the step of obtaining infonnation that includes at least 
one of (a) operational rules, (b) commands and (c) processing routines of the one storage 
device. 



4. (Canceled) 



5. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of 
providing a graphical user interface includes the steps of; 

displaying icons representative of each identified at least one storage device in a 
hierarchical fashion in a first pane; and 

displaying information in a second pane related to a corresponding one of the icons 
displayed in the first pane. 



6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 wherein steps (d) and (e) are 



repeated following receipt of each subsequent menu selection made by 



a user. 



7. 



(Previously presented) Apparatus for managing at least one storage device, 
comprising: 
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a database containing information about the at least one.storage devices, 
wherein the information about the at least one storage device includes operating 
characteristics of the at least one storage device; and 

a processor coupled to the at least one storage device for (a) identifying the at least 
one storage device; (b) providing to a user a graphical user interface in accordance with the 
infonnation in the database, the graphical interface displaying at least one menu option for 
the-identified at least one storage.device for the user to select at least one of (i) display of 
information about the identified at least one storage device and (ii) execution of at least 
one process to control ±e operation of the at least.one storage device; (c) processing the 
user-selected menu option, bv fi) dete^^nln. if.^. _ 
ptpcs, ^n.p1ie. with the gperfltipnal for the id^Hfi^ ,tor.,. 

3Hd if ^ot, fm hlocldnR execution of the at le^.t , ^nd (iii^ ff .n.»>t^^, 

m^sags; and (d) automatically updating the graphical user interface in response to the 
processing of the user-selected menu option. 



8. (Previously presented) The apparatus accordingto claim 7 wherein the 
processor identifies the at least.one storage device by ascertaining its manufacturer and 
model number. 



9. (Previously presented) The apparatus according to claim 7 wherein the 
database contains information that includes at least one of (a) operational rules, (b) 
commands and (c) processing routines of the one storage device. 
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10. (Canceled) 



11. 



(Previously presented) The apparatus according to claim 7 wherein the 



processor provides the graphical u^er interface by (a) displaying icons representative of 
each identified at least one storage devices in a hierarchical fashion in a first pane; and (b) 
displaying infonnation in a second pane related a conesponding one of the icons displayed 
in a first pane. 
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